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But priests, prophets and reformers are
not dead, nor do they show any signs of
death. They are just hiding their heads
and biding their time. With the least en*
courageinent and stimulus they come* out
into the open and start their poisonous
propaganda. Vairaga, a life of renunciation
and poverty, is still the ostensible goal of
every religion. Sannyasis, dervishes and
monks are still our ideals of men* Even
the most rational and liberal minded reformer
respects and reveres them. Men of religion
we call them; and hence our instinctive,
impulsive, deep-rooted sentiment is in their
favour. What is worse, some modem and
educated men, who are neither priests nor
monks, and who, in most cases, do not
themselves lead a life of asceticism, are
holding up that ideal for their younger
countrymen.

Every religion contains beautiful and
sublime principles which save its followers
from utter annihilation in the struggle for
life, be it individual or social, but the bulk
of every religious teaching and its literature
as ordinarily understood lays emphasis on
the negation of life, as distinguished from
its assertion and intensification.

Higher Hindu religion teaches that salva-